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RECOGNIZING DR. STARZL, A

PIONEER IN ORGAN TRANSPLANTS

HON. PHIL ENGLISH
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 4, 2001

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of a great
man, one who is truly a living legend. Trans-
plant pioneer Thomas E. Starzl not only per-
formed the world’s first liver transplant in 1963
and the first successful series of kidney trans-
plants between nonidentical twins between
1963, and 1964, he has for forty decades con-
tinued to make equally extraordinary advance-
ments.

For instance, in 1980, just before coming to
the University of Pittsburgh, he developed a
combination of drugs that transformed trans-
plantation of the liver and heart from an exper-
imental procedure to an accepted form of
treatment for patients with end-stage organ
failure and opened the door to pancreas and
lung transplantation. In 1989, his development
of another drug markedly improved survival
rates for all kinds of transplants and made
possible for the first time successful transplan-
tation of the small intestine.

The entire field of transplantation has ad-
vanced because of his courage, his genius,
and his compassion for his patients.

When Pittsburgh welcomed him just 20
years ago, no one had any idea the incredible
contributions this man would make to medi-
cine and mankind. Indeed, the city has en-
joyed an enhanced reputation because he
chose to make the University of Pittsburgh his
academic home. This year marks the 20th an-
niversary of the first liver transplant he per-
formed in Pittsburgh. Since then, surgeons at
the University of Pittsburgh and the UPMC
Health System have performed nearly 6,000
liver transplants and more than 11,300 trans-
plants of all organs. No other center in the
world comes close.

But the impact of Dr. Starzl’s work goes far
beyond Pittsburgh. Patients throughout the
world, even those who have not been under
his skillful care, have benefited from his con-
tributions. He has trained numerous surgeons
and research scientists. In fact, many, if not
most of the world’s transplant surgeons and
physicians have been trained by Dr. Starzl or
by those trained by him. Later this month,
many of these former students and colleagues
will honor Dr. Starzl at a scientific symposium
in his honor, and the University of Pittsburgh
will unveil his portrait, which will hang in the
School of Medicine with the likes of other
great pioneers, including Jonas Salk.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues will join
me in honoring and thanking one of history’s
great surgeons, Dr. Thomas Starzl.
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OF FLORIDA
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Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize an outstanding Naval Offi-
cer, Commander John D. Little who served

with distinction and dedication for three years
for the Secretary of the Navy and Chief of
Naval Operations under the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Navy (FM&C) as the Deputy Di-
rector in the Appropriations Matters Office.

It is a privilege for me to recognize his many
outstanding achievements and commend him
for the superb service he has provided to the
Department of the Navy, the Congress, and
our great Nation as a whole.

During his tenure in the Appropriations Mat-
ters Office, which began in April of 1998,
Commander Little has provided members of
the House Appropriations Committee, Sub-
committee on Defense as well as our profes-
sional and associate staffs with timely and ac-
curate support regarding Navy plans, pro-
grams and budget decisions. His valuable
contributions have enabled the Defense Sub-
committee and the Department of the Navy to
strengthen its close working relationship and
to ensure the most modern, well-trained and
well-equipped naval forces attainable for the
defense of this nation.

Mr. Speaker, John Little and his wife
Marianne have made many sacrifices during
his naval career. His distinguished service has
exemplified honor, courage and commitment.
John’s first love is to return to the sea as the
Commander of a United States Navy Ship. His
dream comes true as later this Spring he as-
sumes command of the U.S.S. Thorn (DD–
988) and her crew of 330 officers and sailors.

As this great Navy couple and their two
daughters Mollie and Frances and their new
born son John, Jr. depart the Appropriations
Matters Office to embark on yet another Navy
adventure in the service of a grateful nation, I
call upon my colleagues to wish them both
every success and the traditional Navy send-
off ‘‘fair winds and following seas.’’
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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce the Plumbing Standards Im-
provement Act of 2001. This bill would begin
to restore common sense to our government
by repealing the ridiculous Congressional
mandates on toilet size and showerhead flow,
1.6 gallons per flush and 2.5 gallons per
minute, respectively.

With the help of the U.S. Department of En-
ergy, environmental activist and plumbing
manufacturers claimed it was essential to re-
strict water consumption in toilets and
showerheads. Instead of allowing individuals
to make their own choices, this group claimed
the federal government should choose the
types of plumbing fixtures Americans can use
in their private and public bathrooms. As a re-
sult, this group was able to include an obscure
rider at the eleventh hour to the Energy Policy
Act (EPA), which Congress passed in 1992.

Since passage of the 1992 EPA, the voices
in opposition to this policy have become loud
and clear. I have heard the cries from across
the country and they want the federal govern-
ment out of their bathrooms. While support for
ending these mandates has steadily grown,
the importance of this issue has grown even

further. Last year the Department of Energy
introduced new regulations on washing ma-
chines, air conditioners, and heating pumps.
The federal government has become too intru-
sive; regulating people’s private lives.

The Plumbing Standards Improvement Act
of 2001 does not implement any new restric-
tions or standards. It simply allows each indi-
vidual consumer to make choices that best fits
their needs. Washington has no business dic-
tating to American consumers on the size of
their toilet or the flow of their shower. One-
size-fits-all mandates are unfair and a draco-
nian measure to regulate resources. It as-
sumes that every American faces the same
situations in their daily lives.

Our failed policy on plumbing fixtures has
strangled the market, created innumerable
headaches, and put us at risk of suffering fur-
ther one-size-fits-all mandates. Now is the
time to heed the call of suffering Americans,
pass the Plumbing Standards Improvement
Act of 2001 and restore wisdom to our federal
government.
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GREAT BASKETBALL IN THE 6TH
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Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, Durham, North
Carolina, is the center of the basketball uni-
verse these days as Duke University cele-
brates its NCAA national men’s basketball
championship. The Sixth District of North
Carolina, however, can also claim to be a bas-
ketball hotbed as we celebrate the arrival of
two high school basketball champions—and
they both reside in the same city. High Point,
North Carolina, is the new home of the Girls
2–A state champion High Point Central Bison
as well as the Boys 3–A state champion T.
Wingate Andrews Red Raiders.

On March 9, the High Point Central girls
completed a remarkable basketball season by
defeating Eastern Alamance 92–62 to capture
the Girls 2–A state title. While the over-
whelming victory in the championship game
was impressive in itself, it only capped what
will be long remembered as one of the great-
est high school basketball seasons ever. The
Bison completed the season with a perfect
record of 30–0. This was High Point Central’s
first undefeated season since 1993 when the
Bison went 31–0 en route to the state 3–A
title. Can you mention the word dynasty when
you talk about the Bison? Central’s champion-
ship this year was its second in the last three
years and fourth in the last nine years. That’s
a better record than the Duke Blue Devils!

As the championship game Most Valuable
Player Velinda Vuncannon told the High Point
Enterprise, ‘‘We just played with a lot of heart
tonight,’’ she said. ‘‘We played as one, as a
unit. We came out with a fire. It’s great to
have another ring on my finger. It’s a wonder-
ful way to go out.’’ Vuncannon earned MVP
honors with a performance that included 17
points, 13 assists, and four steals. The win,
however, was a total team effort. Leslie Cook
led the way with 23 points, while Rachel
Stockdale added 19 points, and Nikki Warren
chimed in with 13.
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